
WHY…WHO SHOULD…WHEN CAN…A PERSON APPLY FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT? 
 
WHY…apply for an absentee ballot?  It provides the voter the opportunity to cast a ballot by another 
way outside of the voting booth. 
        
WHO SHOULD…apply for an absentee ballot? Anyone can apply for an absentee ballot. Due to COVID-19 
election officials from around the State are encouraging voters to vote absentee to help curb the spread 
of the virus.  
 
WHEN CAN…a person apply for an absentee ballot?  As soon as possible. Ballots are available now. 
Applying can be done online.  If you don’t have access to the Internet, you can submit a brief letter 
requesting an absentee ballot by including the following information:   
 

Name 
Address 
Mailing address, if different 
Birth date (to ensure the municipal clerk has the correct voter information) 
Elections you want to receive a ballot for:  Aug. 11, 2020, Nov. 3, 2020, or all future ballots. 
Your Signature 
Photocopy of your Photo ID 
 

Acceptable forms of photo ID can be found at: https://bringit.wi.gov/ 
 
This letter is to be mailed or hand delivered to your municipal clerk. You can find your municipal clerk 
information by going to https://myvote.wi.gov/en-US/MyMunicipalClerk or contact Kayla Filen, Portage 
County Clerk, at 715-346-1351. The office staff person will give you further directions and information. 
Their hours are 7:30 AM- 4:30 PM, Monday-Friday. 
 
Once you receive the absentee ballot application, complete and return it as soon as possible. Ballots 
must be received back by 8:00 p.m. on Election Day to be counted.  
 
If you are choosing to apply for the absentee ballot online, follow the directions below: 
Go to www.myvote.wi.gov   
Click on box “Vote Absentee”. 
On page entitled “Search by Name” fill in your first, last names and date of birth. 
Follow the step-by-step prompts to complete your absentee application  
If applicable, upload your photo ID  
If you are unable upload your photo ID online, simply download your completed online application, 
make a copy of your photo ID, and send both to your municipal clerk.   
 
In either case, if you have a question or problem completing the absentee ballot application, contact 
one of the people listed below.  If the person is not available, leave your name and telephone number 
and that person will contact you as soon as possible.  If you don’t hear from that person within two 
days, contact another person on the list. These folks have worked with elections and know the 
importance of getting paperwork done in a timely fashion.  These folks are: 
 
Arlene Meyerhofer   meyerhofer@charter.net   715-345-2819 
Susan Zach    zachfam@wi-net.com    715-592-4398 
Rosan Zahn    rosan.zahn@gmail.com    715-340-1533 
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